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ROYAL VISITORS. 


Those of our readers who have been interested 
in the question, “Have we a Bourbon among 
us ?” may be gratified to know that our City is 
favored with the presence of certain representa- 
tives of royalty, whose pretensions are much 
better anthenticated, and whose adventures are 
not less romantic than those of the venerable [| 
Missionary to the Indians. The following facts [ 
are certified to us in a way that entitles them to | 
credit. 

About 18 years ago, a young man named Rob- } 
ert Mills, came to this country from the north of 
Ireland, and settled in Gilboa, Schoharie Oo. N.Y. } 
Having a natural fondness for ocean life, he vis- 
ited Nantucket, and sailed for the Pacific ocean | 
on board a whaling vessel, in the year 1839. He 
had spent about nine months in the Southern 
Pacific, when, in pursuing a whale with five of 
his shipmates, he lost sight of his vessel, night 
soon came on, and before the dawn of the follow- | 
ing day they had drifted so far from the position 
where p Coe had parted from the vessel, that they 
: T of again finding her. Having a compass 
id a ra biscuits in their boat, they determined 
to reach, if possible, the Marquesas Islands, which 
they supposed were not more than 200 miles dis- 
tant. After much labor they succeeded in reach- 
ing Ohivahoa, the largest of the group, contain- 
ing about 6000 inhabitants, and were kindly 
received by the natives, and there they remained 
together about eight months. They kept a con- 
stant lookout, in the hope that they might signal- 
ize some passing vessel, by which they could es- 
cape from the island. Each in his turn repaired 
to an eminence, which commanded a view of the } 
ocean, and spent the day in watching. At length 
Mr. Mills, being on duty, had the satisfaction of 
signalizing to his companions the joyful intelli- 
gence that a vessel was in sight. With all haste 
they made ready'their boat,while he hastened down 
to the shore toembark with them. The natives, 
comprehending the movement, endeavored to pre- 
vent their departure. The companions of Mr. 
Mills, however, succeeded in launching their boat, 
and hastily pushed off from the shore. He was in- 
tercepted by the natives and compelled to remain. 
With a heavy heart he saw his shipmates receding 
slowly in the distance, till they disappeared be- 
yond the horizon. He is now a solitary captive, 
in the hands of the savages, on an unfrequented 
island, in the vast Pacific. Perhaps years will 
elapse before a vessel will visit the island, and 
then he will not probably be permitted to depart. 
Hope dies within him. He is a prisoner for life. 

Gradually, however, he became reconciled to his 
condition. The natives regarded him as a valu- 
able prize, and treated him with much kindness. 
He soon formed an attachment to the daughter 
of the principal Chief, and was united to her in 
marriage. This alliance with royalty gave him 
great influence with the natives, and he deter- 
mined to employ it for the introduction of the 
customs of civilized life. He acted as mediator 
between the tribes which were at war, and peace 
wassoon restored. Finding that the iglend was 
occasionally visited by whale ships, he explored 
the principal harbor, and by the proffer of his 
own services, as pilot, he encouraged commanders 
of whaling vessels to resort thither for supplies. 

ee = fruits, which — 


bt on the island, became impgrtant articles of | 
comifierce, A code of regulations was prepared | 
by which the introduction of intoxicating liquors, 
and immoral intercourse of fareigners with the | 
natives, were prohibited; and these restrictions 
were vigorously enforced by Mr. Mills, with the 
concurrence and aid of the Chief and the people. 
In one instance twenty-two sailors, who persist- 
ed, contrary to the statute, in spending the night 
on the shore, were bound hand and foot, and 
were released the next morning, on the payment, 
by the Captain, of two dollars a head for their 
lodging. 

At length the Chief was removed by death, 
and the son of Mr. Mills, though an infant, be- 
came Chief by hereditary right. The influence 
of the father now beca .e greater than before. 
Feeling the need of ase stance in his efforts to 
elevate the people, he wrote to the American 
missionaries at the Sandwich Islands, entreating 
them to send one of their number, or at least a 
teacher, to share with him his responsibilities and 
labors. Whether his letters reached their desti- 
nation, he does not know. No answer was ever 
received. He then determined to visit the Eng- 

| lish settlements of Australia, in the hope of per- 
suading some of the missionaries, or other Eng- | 
lish families, residing there, to take up their abode 
on his island. Accordingly, in October, 1853, 
he took passage, with his wife, for Sydney, which 
is distant from the Marquesas about 5,000 miles. 
Failing to accomplish his object here, he proceed- 
ed to New-Zealand, where he met with no better 
success. Unwilling to abandon his purpose, he 
finally resolved to visit the United States—confi- 
dent that here he would find sympathy and en- 
couragement. After some delay he obtained a 

) passage to Salem, Mass. where he arrived on the 

| 17th of November last. 

He has made application to the Prudential 
, Committee of the American Board, to establish 

a mission on Ohivahoa ; but it is understood that 
, this is rendered impracticable by an understand- 
‘ling which exists with thé English Missionary 
'| Board, that the American missions shall not ex- 
| tend south of the Equator. He is therefore ad- 
| vised to visit the Sandwich Islands, and lay his 
application before the Hawaiian Missionary So- 
ciety, which has already established a mission on 

= Fatahiwa, one of the Marquesan group. 

Mr. Mills, with his wife, is now in this city, en- 
4 deavoring to procure the means of prosecuting 

his praiseworthy undertaking. His resources, 
} which would have been ample for the journey 
which he originally contemplated, are exhausted, 
| while his embarrassments and expenditures have 
been increased by the recent accession to his 
family of another scion of royalty. Their imme- 
| diate wants have been supplied by several bene- 
; pq volent individuals, and subscriptions to a smal! 
; amount have been made, to further the important 
" object of his mission. 
Mrs. Mills is liberally tattooed in the style royal 
of her nation, and is altogether an interesting 
specimen of Polynesian nobility. She is modest, 
well-behaved, and moderately intelligent, though 
| she has but an imperfect command of the English 


language 


Mr. Mills, at the suggestion of friends, has 
visited New-Bedford, Mass. where he found seve- 
ral masters of whaling vessels who have known 
him at the Marquesas, and who certify to the 

14 truth of the foregoing narrative. 
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MARQUESAS ISLANDS MISSION 


SEE 


CALIFORNIA FILE 


THE CORRESPONDENCE OF THE MISSIONARIES ASSIGNED 
TO THE MARQUESAS ISLANDS MISSION IS CONTINUED 
IN THE CALIFORNIA FILE. 


EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM DONORS TO THE MARQUE- 
SAN MISSION. 

Axoya the numerous letters received by the Treasurer, inclosing money, 
were the following, which will doubtless be interesting to the friends of mis- 
sions, They are offered as evidence of the deep interest felt by many on behalf 
of this remarkable opening for the introduction of the Gospel among an 
interesting heathen people. 

New-Lonpon, April 23, 1855. 

Dear Sir: I was much interested in the article in the last number of The 
Independent, respecting the Marquesan Islands. 

If the Lord opens such a wide door, and we see such ‘a waiting harvest, how 
can we pray, “ Thy kingdom come,” unless we send laborers into the field ? 

I thought I could not make any new contributions at present, but if the 
American Missionary Association can send out a missionary with Mr. Mills, 
you may draw on me for $100. I do not wish my name in any way made 
public in connection with this offer. 


Newark, Ill., May 17, 1855. 

Dear Broruer: I have read with deep interest the appeal in behalf of the 
Marquesan Islands. After reading it to myself, I read it to my family, who 
listened with much interest. I felt that, were I a young man,I would be 
willing to go in person; and labor for the salvation of those perishing heathen, 
if the Society should deem me worthy of the privilege. But it is too late in 
life for me to think of such an enterprise. Such as I have, however, I cheer- 
fally bestow, only regretting that it is not a thousand-fold more ; my prayers, 
and alms, and influence, such as they are, I devote to the cause of Christ, in 
whatever way his providence may direct. 

I hope Christians in America will not suffer Mr. Mills to return to his home 
in the far-off isles of the ocean, alone, empty-handed, and disappointed, but 
that such a response will be given to this call of God as shall result in the 
immediate establishment of a mission there, adequate to the necessities of the 
people. To aid in that object, I send yon the; inclosed contribution from the 
members of my family. 


From “a friend in New-Haven.” 

My little boy has just been reading to me an account of Mr. Mills, and his 
efforts for the Marquesans—an exceedingly interesting narrative. Having 
finished it, I told him if he wished to help those Islanders, (through Mr. Mills,) 
and could think of any thing of his own to bestow, I would send it. He requests 
me to take the avails of the sale of his rubber footbal/—one dollar and a half— 
and send it, according to the notice, to Mr. Tappan. I therefore do so with 


pleasure, adding enough myself to make it five dollars. 


West-Tissrrr, Mass., April 25, 1855. 

Dear Brorner : On Sabbath last I read to my people your remarks in The 
Independent about the contemplated mission to the Marquesan Islands. 

Captain M —— has just been in to see me, and tells me that a few years 
ago, a Marquesan died at his house, and left a little sum behind, which he will 
forward for the purpose of establishing a mission on those Islands. The amount 
will be twenty or twenty-five dollars, and others will give something more. 
“ This is the first time,” says Captain M ——., “ that I have had an opportunity 
to return the money to those to whom, in any sense, it belongs.” 


Awnpover Seminary, May 14, 1855. 
Dear Ste: Inclosed are fifty-three dollars for the Marquesan Mission. The 
sum has been contributed by the students of the Seminary. The account by 
Messrs. Whipple and Jocelyn has excited deep interest among us. We most 
earnestly hope the two thousand dollars will be speedily raised, and that the 
mission may be established, and greatly blessed in the conversion to Christ of 
the Marquesan people. 


FORMER ATTEMPTS TO CHRISTIANIZE THE ISLANDS. 


Ix the month of April, 1797, Messrs. John Harris and William Cook, under 
the care of the London Missionary Society, landed in St. Christina, one of the 
Marquesas Islands. Before the departure of the ship in which they had just 
arrived, Harris determined to abandon the island, which he accordingly did. 
Cook, then a young man twenty-two years of age, was thus left there alone. He 
was kindly treated by the chiefs, and in a time of scarcity was supplied by them 
with food. One year after his arrival he boarded a passing vessel, and was 
providentially prevented from returning to St. Christina, and was left at what 
he called Sir Henry Martyn’'s, 60 miles N.W. of St. Catherine's, (probably Roa 
Poua, or Adam's Island.) He remained there seven months, and was very 
kindly treated by the chiefs and people, when he sailed for England for the pur- 
pose of more effectually serving the cause of his mission, and to represent to the 
Society the propriety of sending more missionaries to the islands. He landed 
in England, May, 1799. 

In October, 1834, after a lapse of 36 years from the time Mr. Cook left, 
Messrs. Rodgerson and Stallworthy landed at St. Christina to renew the mis- 
sion, but the circumstances were now changed, and “ were so trying and dis- 
couraging, that after a few years they left it.” (Brown's History of Missions.) 

In 1832, the missionaries of the American Board at the Sandwich Islands, 
became very much interested in an effort to commence a mission in the Mar- 
quesas Islands. The Prudential Committee discouraged the undertaking, and 
advised against it. The missionaries, however, went forward, and in August, 
1833, Messrs. Alexander, Armstrong, and Parker, from the Sandwich Islands, 
landed at Nun-Hiva. Mr. Armstrong, in giving a description of the island, 
Says : 
wr ts elevation is not so great as that of either the Society or Sandwich 
Islands. This is also true of all the group.” . . “ The valleys are exceed- 


ingly fertile and beautiful. Nature seems to revel in luxuriance. Numerous 
rivalets running from the mountains, and plentiful showers of rain, keep every 


thing that grows in a flourishing state, so that the spontaneous productions 
of "the land more than support the inhabitants without any industry on their 
part.” 


He then describes the people as first seen, and adds : 

“The Marquesans are, however, a fine race of people. Their form and phy- 
siognomy please my fancy better than those of any other tribes of the Pacitic 
I have yet seen. Many of the women are truly me, and perliaps the 
men would be equally so, were it not for the tatooing, which blackens and dis- 

most of them very much. They are a shade lighter than the 
Tahitians and Hawaians.” 

The journal of this missionary contains an account of Cannibalism that oc- 
curred on one of the islands, three weeks before they landed. It also states 
that the principal chief received them with kindness, offered them his house to 
live in, and said he would build one for himself near them, for their protection, 
He gave the captain of the vessel liberty to take away from the islands two of 
his wooden gods, The people were displeased with this. The chief whose 
protection they were then enjoying, was at the time at war with another neigh- 
boring chief. The people are described as “ a heathen people” having the vices of 


heathen. Chastity was said to be unknown by them, and they were apt to 
steal from one another. Yet the missionaries say: “This people do not appear 
to be so filthy either in their persons or in their houses, as either the Society 
or the Sandwich Islanders.” “We are hospitably received at every house, and 
frequently desired to eat of their food.” 

The mission was given up in less than a year, and the missionaries returned 
to the Sandwich Islands in May, 1834. In giving their reasons for this, they 
say they did not visit the windward group, or the Marquesas proper, but they 
had heard that an English Captain had been mardered at Ohiva-oa a short 
time before. The reasons assigned by them for the giving up of the mission, 
as published in the Missionary Herald for 1834, are not such as would operate 

inst the present mission, as undertaken by the American Missionary Asso- 
ciation. 

In 1853 @ mission was commenced at Fatouhiva, one of the smaller islands, 
by native Sandwich Islanders. Matunui, a chief from that island, went to 
Lahain& to obtain, if possible, a white missionary, but said he would rather 
have natives than none. Two Hawaiian pastors and their wives, with two 
married deacons, sailed from the Sandwich Islands in June, 1853, and reached 
Fatouhiva in August. Five days after their arrival, a Catholic priest and 
teachers landed there in a French brig. 

The captain and priest demanded that the Pro should be sent away, 
but this was not done. Tater intelligence from them states that they had not 


found Matunui all they hoped to find him, and the continuance of the mission 
is regarded as uncertain. 


From the American Missionary. 
TO THE DONORS TO THE MARQUEBSAS MISSION. 


Tae appeal for fands to return Mr. and Mrs. Mills to their home, and to 
establish a Mission there, has been so generously responded to, that the Exe- 
cutive Committee of the American Missionary Association will, under the 
Divine blessing, proceed to execute the work thus providentially committed to 
them. Mr. Bela N. Seymour, a graduate of the last class of the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, and a licentiate of the New-York and Brooklyn Congrega- 
tional Association, is appointed the missionary. He expects to be married to 
a deserving young lady, who is also well qualified for the missionary work. 
They will sail ere long for their field of labor, in company with Mr. Robert 
Mills and his wife, and infant son, (born in this city.) Their route 4s not yet 
determined. 

No large donations have been made. There are, however, several subscrip- 
tions of $100 and $50, but much of the money has come from persons of small 
means. This appears to be the order of Providence, so that a large number 
may enjoy the luxury of doing good, and offer their prayers for the success of 
the mission. All the donations will be acknowledged in this paper for July. 
The letters accompanying the donations show that the hearts of God's people 
have been deeply affected by this interesting opening. A considerable sum 
has been given by persons who have never before sent money to our Treasury. 
It is hoped that neither they, nor any other donors, will ever regret having 
bestowed their benefactions in aid of this mission. May the blessing of God 
rest upon the donors and upon the mission. Lewis Tappan, Treasurer. 


TO THE FRIENDS OF THE MARQUBSANS. 

Gop, in his providence, brought us to these shores destitute strangers. But he 
raised us up kind friends who contributed to our support during the long and 
dreary days of the past winter. At length, when we had almost despaired of 
obtaining a religious teacher to accompany us to our home in the bosom of the 
Pacific, light broke in upon our minds and cheered our hearts. A young 
Christian brother offered to go with us. The Committee of the American 
Missionary Association took ap our case. An appeal was made by its Secre- 
taries for funds to establish a mission among our countrymen. This appeal 
has been, we understand, generously responded to by the good people of this 
land. We are now making preparations to embark for home, taking with us a 
minister of Jesus Christ and his companion, our sweet babe born in this coun- 
try, and a liberal supply of useful articles. Dear friends! we thank you. We 
praise God, also, for what he has done for us. Brethren, pray for us. Pray 
also for the benighted Marquesans. May the Sun of Righteousness arise upon 
these islands of the sea with healing in his beams. 

We do not expect to see your pleasant land again. The faces of most of the 
donors to this mission we never expect to see in this world. We must bid you 
farewell. We will tell our countrymen of you. They will thank you, and God 
will bless you! Each of us can say, “1 was an hungered, and ye gave me 
meat ; I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink ; I was a stranger, and ye took me 
in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, and ye visited me.” For all your 
kindness to us, for your prayers, for your benefactions, for your thoughts of 
good toward our countrymen, for your promise to sustain the mission, may the 
gracious Lord reward you. We believe that the King, the blessed Saviour, 
will say unto you: “ Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these, 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Rosert Mi11s, 

Mary Mutts, or Kua-hai-ti-na.* ; 


ORDINATION, 


Mr. Sermove was ordained at Granville, Mass, June 20, as Missionary to the 
Marquesas Islands. The sermon was preached by Rev. Emerson Davis, D.D., of 
Westfield, Mass., from Is. 42:4: “And the Isles shall wait for His law.” The 
charge was given by Rev. Dr. Cooley, pastor of the church at Granville. 

Mrs. Sigourney sent the following original hymn for the occasion : 


HYMN 
FAREWELL OF THE YOUNG MISSIONARY. 


Lanp of my birth! I may not say 
How deep within my heart you dwell. 
Friends of my youth! I dare not stay 
The ardor of my love to tell. 


Blest Church! beneath whose hallowed dome 
First t» my Saviour's side I drew; 

Green trees! that shade my peaceful home ; 
Parents and dearest ones !|—adieu. 


Oh! when the dead, both small and great, 
Shall stand before the Judge's seat, 
When sea and sky and earthly state 
All like a baseless vision fleet, 


The hope that then some heathen eye 
Through me an angel’s glance may raise, 
Aids me to vanquish Nature's tie, 
And turn these parting tears to praise, 


eee 


Se ee ee —woomp == - 


* Pronounced Coo-er-hi-té-ner, 
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THE MARQUBGAS ISLANDS. 


of a handbill, was published April 16, 1955, entitled, 

Marguesan Islands,” and circulated through the 

ise. It was promptly and liberally responded toe 

So much interest has been felt on the subject, and so many calls for the appeal, 
that it has been thous best to publish a new edition of it, in handbill form, 


ysician, a carpenter, and a farmer to accoppany 
bd Mr..and Mrs. Mills, if suitable persons offer. It is 
party be in readiness to embark in the course of 


APPEAL. 


Ix the New-York Evangelist of Febraary 8, 1855, appeared an article headed 
“ Royal Visitors.” It gave an interesting account of Robert Mills, who sailed 
_ from Nantucket some sixteen years since in a whale-ship, and in company with 
a boat's crew, after losing sight of the ship, was left on one of the Marquesan 
Islands. 

These islands are a small group lying in the Pacific ocean, nine degrees south 
latitude, and about four thousand miles west of Peru. They are ten in num- 
ber, eight being inhabited. The largest issupposed to be forty miles long, and 
to contain six thousand inhabitants. ‘The whole group may have from thirty to 
forty thousand. They are increasing in number. ‘Since the introduction of 
fire-arms it is supposed that the craelties of war have been alleviated, and there 
is less loss of life. Formerly, when the people foaght in close contact, the 
destruction was very great, but now they are afraid, and think the firing will 
take effect when they are a mile apart! 

The largest island, Ohiva-oa, on which Mr. Mills was left, is wild and 
romantic. Laxuriant valleys extend frem the sea toward the interior, and are 
separated by lofty ridges, one of which rises to mountain height. These islands 
are voleanic in their geological structure. They produce the usual tropical 
fruits, ete.,in abundance. The trees are green the year round. Oaptain Cook 
anchored here, and left pigs, goats, cats, dogs, and fowls; no other animals are 
now to be found on the islands. No ravenous beast is there, and, with the ex- 
ception of the centiped, no annoying reptile or insect. The adjacent seas 
abound in excellent fish. The climate is remarkably healthy for a tropical 
region. The rains are abundant yet not oppressive, and seldom are the people 
troubled with drouths. They have refreshing breezes daily, both from the sea 
and land, but no furious gales ever sweep over this lovely spot on the bosom of 
the ocean. 

When Mr. Mills landed there he found the inhabitants cannibals. wane 
are larger than the generality of South-Sea islanders; and the 
active in mind and body. After a time the companions of Mr. Mills escaped 
to a ship that neared the island, while he was detained by the imbabitants. 
Desirous of benefiting those among whom he had been so singularly thrown, he 
set himself at work to reform their bad habits, introduce improvements, and thus 
raise them to a higher scale in the buman family. Providence, on whom he 
relied, blessed his labors, and a wonderful change has taken place. This fact 
does not rest alone on his testimony, for Christian sea-captains who have visit- 
ed these islands, bear witness to his judicioas and successful efforts. Cannibal- 
ism is abolished ; the marriage contract is sacred and inviolable ; polygamy is 
not practised. The people have become much softened in ali their intercourse, 
and a large part of them clothe themselves with foreign fabrics. 

The inhabitants are anxious to rise in civilization. Under the advice of Mr. 
Mills, rigid rules have been adopted to prevent the practice of intemperance and 
licentiousness, which vicious sailors, under unprincipled officers, are too apt to 
encourage in heathen countries. The islanders are, of course, heathen, and 
still have many superstitious rites, but they are by no means the most degraded 
heathen. They believe ina great Being who presides over the universe, whom 
they worship by sacrifices; formerly they sacrificed their enemies. They have 
many traditions corroborative of the Old-Testament history. They have no 
idol worship. They have a prophet or high priest to each tribe, and when one 
of them dies, they carve a wooden image of him, and set it up in their sacred 
place, but they pay it no more reverence than we do the statues of eminent 
men. The people are getting tired of these pretended prophets, and now when 
one of them dies, no successor is chosen. When a relative dies they have wakes, 
like the Irish Catholics. They often embalm the body and keep it above ground. 
Sometimes they provide feasts in commemoration of the dead. 

The land is divided among the families, and can not be alienated. Removing 
a neighbor's landmark is punishable with death. There are seven tribes in the 
largest island, and each has its chief. The chief of the largest tribe is head 
chief. No stranger can be killed without the sanction of a chief. If any dis- 
pute arises about land, the chief consults the head men, and a decision is made 
openly on the spot. Before war is made, the chief consults the head 
men, hears their opinions, and then pronounces the will of the majority. 
There are no taxes. The people work for the chiefs, supply them with fish, 
and yield a willing obedience. Thieves and burglars are summarily shot by 
the party against whom the trespass is committed, and the person who shoots 
them is not called to account for the act. At the present time, Mr. Mills says 
property might be landed from any vessel, and it would remain over night on 
the beach unmolested. He has encouraged trade, and from seventy to eighty 
ships touch at the islandannually. ‘They purchase wood, Irish and sweet pota- 
toes, yams, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, ete., and sell clothing and various other arti- 
cles. The trade might be greatly increased were the resources of the island 
fully developed. There is a good harbor at the largest island. 

Mr. Mills has aimed to live a Christian life on the islands. After he had 
been there about five years, he married the daughter of the principal chief. She 
was an only child, and not long after they were marricd her futher died, and 
Mr. Mills acquired great influence. The natives saw that he knew many things 
which might be useful to them, and that he was at work to improve their con- 
dition. But he could not be at ease to see these poor heathens rising merely 
to worldly prosperity, while they were perishing for lack of knowledye of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the great plan of salvation. Being a plain man, with- 
out the advantages of much learning, he felt that he was not qualified to instruct 
the people as they should be taught, and he determined to secure for them a 
religious teacher. So, two years ago, after writing to the Sandwich Islands, 


and getting no answer, he took his wife and what property he had, (amounting 
to about fifteen hundred dollars,) and leaving his little son, then three years 
old, who by hereditary usage, had become the principal chief of the islund, with 
a cousin of his wife, he set out to find a missionary. 

He went first to Australia, hoping to procure a missionary from tne English 
settlers there, but he found no one willing to give up guld to save souls at the 
Marquesan Islands. He proceeded to Van Diemen’s Land only to be disap- 
pointed. He next turned to New-Zealand, hoping to find some one there who 
would be willing to go with him and teach his chosen people the Gospel. 
There, too, he was disappointed. Just then he fell in with the master of a Nrew- 
Enotanp chip, who took him and his companion aboard and brought them to 
Salem, Massachusetts, where he landed last October. His little property was 
now about all expended, but nowise disheartened, he kept his eye on the great 
object before him. He then came to New-York, and applied to the Secretary of 
the American Board, Rev. G. W. Wood, who investigated the ease, and sent 
Mr. Mills to New-Bedford, Massachusetts, to procure a verification of his 
statements. Here he found a number of men who liad been acquainted with 
him at the Marquesan Islands. They were rejoiced to see him, and gave him 

testimonials. Rev. A. Eldridge, pastor of the Cungregational church 
at New-Bedford, gave him a certificate saying: “ From shipmasters, owners, 
and others interested in our whaling fleet, { learn that his influence among the 
natives, which is very great, has been always on the side of order and good 
morals. Missionaries laboring there would bave in him a prudent, experienced, 
reliable, and influential coéperator.” Mr. Wood certifies: “ The documents 
which Mr. Mills has with him leave no doubt of the sincerity with which he 
is prosecuting this matter.” Rev. S. W. Roe, of Cairo, N. Y., writes: “ His 
statements can all be fully depended upon, as J have a man in my church, who, 
until a short time, was a yearly visitor of these, and indeed most of the South- 
Sea Islands, who indorses every statement made by Mr. Mills.” 

The American Buard being restricted by their understanding with the Lon- 
don Missionary Society from establishing missions in the Pacific south of the 
equator, were obliged to decline his request. Mr. Mills now began to feel, for 
the first time, as if he must abandon his enterprise. Calling at the office of the 
American Home Missionary Society, to bid adieu to Rev. D. B. Coe, one of 
the Secretaries, who had been very kind to him, he met with a son of Mr. 
Dwight, one of the American missionaries at Constantinople, who is a student 
in the Union Theological Seminary of this city. This young gentleman being 
much interested in Mr. Mill's statement, said, “ Come with me and address our 
meeting this evening.” The students were to have a meeting that evening, 
being monthly concert, for inquiry on the subject of missions. Mr. Mills went. 
His statements excited universal interest, and several who had never thought 
of going as foreign missionaries, were almost ready to go, if no one else would. 
One of the students, Mr. B. N. Seymour, whose mind from boyhood had been 
fixed on such a service, offered to accompany Mr. Mills to his field of labor, if 
the means could be procured, 

The matter has been laid before the committee of the American Missionary 
Association, and they would gladly establish a mission at the Marqucsan Is- 
lands, if their funds would allow it. But they have already undertaken as 
much this year for the foreign field as the state of the treasury will at present 


permit. 

The object of this article is to appeal to the Christian public to establish 
such a mission. About two thousand dollars will be needed to commence the 
mission. It is desirable to have it remitted immediately. Remittances can be 
addressed to Lewis Tappan, Treasurer of the A. M. A., 48 Beekman street, 
New-York. It is hoped that benevolent persons will feel happy in contribut- 
ing to Mr. and Mrs. Mills, and their infant son, such means as they will need 
as an outfit, and after their arrival home. They have been aided in this city 
during the past winter, by several friends who have taken an interest in them 
in the trying circumstances in which they have been placed; and they are 
gratefully impressed, as their countrymen will be on welcoming them back, 
with the hospitality, sympathy, and aid that have been already tendered! What 
may be done to these strangers will be considered at the Islands as having been 
done to the whole people, and a bond of friendship will have been formed be- 
tween the islanders and the people of this country of incalculable value, both 
in a temporal and spiritual point of view. 

Shall this call, that comes so evidently from God to the churches in America, 
be unbeeded? Shall this selfdenying and worthy man, who has spent two 
long years, full of anxiety and disappointment, and who has expended the whole 
of his little property in efforts to bring the light of the Gospel to his people, be 
turned away with cold neglect? Shall the inhabitants of these lovely islands 
who are stretching out their hands to Christians and crying, “ Come over and 
help us,” perish without the true knowledge of God aud the way of salvation 
by Jesus Christ? Will not the Christian community respond promptly and 
liberally to this call? 

Gro. Wutrete, | Secretaries of the 


New-York, 16th April, 1859. S.8.Jocerry, § A. M.A. 


MARQUBSAS, OR MARQUESBSAN ISLANDS. 
In McCulloch's Universal Gazetteer, these Islands are mentioned as follows : 
‘‘rnE MARQUESAS.* 


“The Marquesas, which were discovered by the Spanish in 1595, consist of 
thirteen islands, extending about 200 miles from N.W.to S.E. Tho largest, 
Naunbiva, is about 70 miles in circamference,+ and is the one generally fre- 
quented by shipping. The coast scenery is neither picturesque nor inviting, its 
principal features being black, naked cliffs and barren hills ; but in the interior 
are many fertile vales and very picturesque scenery. The inhabitants, with 
regard to personal beauty, are superior to most others of the Polynesian tribes ; 
and the women, though short in stature, are well-proportioned, and sometimes 
even handsome. In civilization, however, they are far behind the Sandwich 
Islanders ; and are generally characterized by covetousness, irascibility, love 
of revenge, and gross sensuality. Cannibalism was practised by them within 
a very recent period; and they have steadily resisted all attempts to convert 
them to Christianity. Polygamy, however, though not forbidden by law, has 
fallen into disuse.” 


— —--- -— - - . a — . 
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* The name is sometimes spelled Marquesan. The group of Islands are called 
the Marquesas, or the Marquesan Islands. 
+ Mr. Mills says Ohiva-oa will measure considerably larger than this, 


“Vii 


a 


Via 


ae 2° 
hatha, Cho ba 
PSb-coge Fath 
Vi HS 
[tarny 7% 


a ae 


2 


Nalehid Va A 


S/o 24+ LE © BF be 


fo Gepernt poe” 2g hon h’ os 


Lr Stee, aed wit hi pO rwe 
bo 


Jt/ f& a; C.t.2 AG SY, eS ) 
tte bell hh Cn, Heck Lf LY 
4 mun (pF lattes 


pps a a, | Se 


LR. OG 


Mal. pl pacha > : 
Ok. Min Aon. LMA 78 Tarra dne arr 
ee Za Zw 


Gl Sbrt-ales + 


yi nes | Vy : 4 y W Hi; a Kiflok th we 


OF ie nd GP L0» hitter. Deyct an 
err Gkil., loa ! SPF sll 


19 24 Ci, Lp 


ba tf df 


4 WU ink ty lb 
af 
S60 LogutLL 


; \ Lee Bideora for. ob 


B21 Of nnd a, 44. Cance, 


_ Ae Ary 


OTP Ak 


: Anis /24~2F7C 
bere 2 Orde 2evk 77 
L CSuriy Ravenna b. fy FFA 


a Sf , 
o7 
Ss 
- “) 
a - os 


Oszglaecet 


Cae ye ‘ ek. 


| Sp 4 Greenies b ke 
ftot-h-< Gee be Pecatoer, 


so FF 
, Cue Soles Saccba ‘ 


r 
Fisk University, 
_ RASHVILLE ENN, USA: 
mierer hn Adi, ofthe SOBILEE, SINGERS, 1 / 
ACnavalh. 1S jo Ndelev © Moughton wi 


) fa dalernise ». Ftd At 
Aresede-vit P / . 
| “S 7, - on 

¢ 07 

- WY, A UP” : 


9 ced Sf ye ClArrcf a 


vad LV five AOC oe & : 
: Ves Ce 


Pith) £2 hrpt, 6 - L1aw- Jee 
b nla tar Tw fa 

sf ne, ./ Lee OO 
fof é ae ether Cntdhrll, 

* gee - Par 2 am Brow) Peat 


Lt Oe cut Larlitdert— O02 Nine, 


, J ' ) F 
i a YY A 4 Yo (4; Lt forego Va “AA” tk x Jf 
4 : | 
a 4 ya fo 


a. ae Mk - of ktb 0 


Ato ee a 


Creek ee % Party 20 


a, i tech Lith a — 


| VS cM ter~ 7 A, Y/, 
* ies RR WA. 


BM es. yece 2 ~ om eke 


A : 4 tect pr fer, fe slheS OC vwer at + ew 
VA Wi) | ty / 
: moor i Detf~r 


Rt eA “AAL bares Of LtuTD BanrT Sy 


A ee ne 4 Besa, 
ie f' aS Soe. Jd Yu%y Az 


s- oh Lex: 
a “Te The — <a Z 
_ rea . 


“Dax sted Pr 7 Iw oe 


— rr 


Rm Lr wnbhtOreF f Peecuiis we 1 DP a ¢ 
en a ee a Dati Me.< tare. | a 
Bie ei of oe eeieh piln wha Co Tin, |. 
Sf ae ah. wrth year r1Lli Clane2- 1 
Li a/ mle C2 ote a... > eT nt, 
‘on Fhe consider ei Ton eer SRR 


i 0 oS he ban forenelis 


Diie. rw0¢ at — Ae C6 2°59 Es Y, 


aa ord Corn fli : S Loewe 


ay, —— Leila Seal, ph, Goi 
a ay Poorer a FMEA 


nn 


c 


tinr B 
OG OP prlnihe. 2 Vig 
Gk oO * ol ef 7 S41 cAue, 
A pass fen aap Pas 
a y 4 ieee ‘eye ar = Ain 
wor siren f- 1 e%e 
act 


~~ zeny i Acta 
4 od oe LY bgt / 
St ha hus 


Lr C« 
J fl 
if =e Lit. \ddatiert 


hp ALA wtmBOOr 


ee —_— 
YAS inn, et ee e 
Asp Fe ate ¢ Cee 


” —- Cre Lr Toe fr KA Lf C447, tht of 
si GUAL. 
(ers ? Se fies 


